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10:45 a.m. Sunday,  Sept. 13, 2020 
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WELCOME!  We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for 
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.   

AS WE GATHER  Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is 
there a limit to the grace of forgiveness? What is the connection between God’s 
forgiveness to me and my forgiveness to others? The answer to these questions lies in 
Christ. As our heavenly Father has forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His 
name. This forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example of Joseph, who 
was sold into slavery by his brothers and then forgave them because of God’s mercy. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP   Gracious Lord, You have rescued us from our 
bondage to sin and given us a new life and identity in Baptism. Grant us Your grace 
that we live in peace with all people and show to those around us the same forgiveness 
that You have shown to us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Worship Service 

(The congregation is invited to respond in the words written in bold.) 
The Ringing of the Bells                                                         The Wave of Fellowship 

School Children Sing: St. Paul’s school children sing “Great Are You Lord” 

The Invocation    
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Opening Song  “How Majestic Is Your Name” 
 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 
 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 
 O Lord, we praise, Your name.  O Lord, we magnify Your name,  

Prince of Peace, Mighty God, O Lord God Almighty.  (Repeat) 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 10:45 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020 
Servants of God’s House Today:  

Pastor:  Rev. Kenny Hsu  
Praise Team Accompanist: Doris Hill 

Ushers: Mike Popken Team 
Missionaries: Charles Cortwright, Rev. Tim & Lisa Beckendorf,  

Rev. Shauen & Krista Trump, Rev. Paul Flo  
Reader: Coleen Reich 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School 
- A Family to Whom You Belong - 

Our Mission is to: Make More & Better Disciples 
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(Music by Michael W. Smith, Fred Bock Music Company, Alexandria House, Copyright 1983 
Meadowgreen Music Co., used by permission LicenSing License #11440148 and 20162974) 
Apostles’ Creed  
 
 
First Lesson       Genesis 50:15–21  
(At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he forgave them 

and recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.) 

 
Second Lesson  Romans 14:1–12  

(If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.) 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their 
father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all 
the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent 
a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 
gave this command before he died,  

17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 
transgression of your brothers and their 
sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, 
please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. 18His 

brothers also came and fell down before 
him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do 
not fear, for am I in the place of God?  

20As for you, you meant evil against me, 
but God meant it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be kept alive, as 
they are today. 21So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus 
he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. 

1As for the one who is weak in faith, 
welcome him, but not to quarrel over 
opinions. 2One person believes he may 
eat anything, while the weak person eats 
only vegetables. 3Let not the one who 
eats despise the one who abstains, and 
let not the one who abstains pass 
judgment on the one who eats, for God 
has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is 
before his own master that he stands or 
falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is 
able to make him stand. 

5One person esteems one day as 
better than another, while another 
esteems all days alike. Each one should 
be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The 
one who observes the day, observes it in 
honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats 
in honor of the Lord, since he gives 

thanks to God, while the one who 
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord 
and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us 
lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are 
the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. 

10Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God. 
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(Please stand, as you are able, for the Gospel) 
 

Holy Gospel        Matthew 18:21–35  
(How often must I forgive my brother? How often has God forgiven you?) 

Confession and Absolution  
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence for self-examination.) 
P: Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness to all who 

are penitent. 
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], 
“Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many 
as seven times?”  22Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy times seven. 

23
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his servants. 
24When he began to settle, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents. 25And since he could 
not pay, his master ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. 

 
26

So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out 
of pity for him, the master of that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt. 

 28But when that same servant went 
out, he found one of his fellow servants 

who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his 
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with 
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their 
master all that had taken place. 

 32Then his master summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, 
as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger 
his master delivered him to the jailers, 
until he should pay all his debt. 35So also 
my heavenly Father will do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 
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The Song of Instruction   “Here I am To Worship” 
 Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus: So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down,  
 Here I am to say that You’re my God 
 (And) You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me 

King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the Earth You created, all for love’s sake became poor 

(chorus) 

And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross, 
And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  (chorus twice) 
(Words & music by Tim Hughes, 2000 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music, used by 
permission CCLI #11440148 and 20162974) 

 
The Word  “Tired of brooding? Try forgiving!”     Matthew 18:21–35  

 
 WE WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIVING 
We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.  

St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and offerings.  
To our guest: We are glad that you are with us today and please do not feel that you 

are obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.   
Please pass your Welcome Card to an usher or acolyte. 

Genesis 8:20— Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and 
some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

 

Offertory “God of Wonders” 
Lord of all creation of water, earth and sky 
The heavens are Your tabernacle Glory to the Lord on high 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy; You are holy, holy 
The universe declares Your majesty; You are holy, holy 
Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth. 

Early in the morning I will celebrate the light 
And when I stumble in the darkness I will call Your name by night. 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy; You are holy, holy 
The universe declares Your majesty; You are holy, holy 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy; You are Holy, Holy, 
The universe declares Your majesty; You are Holy, Holy 
Precious Lord, reveal Your heart to me; Father, hold me, hold me 
The universe declares Your majesty; You are holy, holy,  holy, holy 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 
 (Words & music by Marc Byrd & Steve Hindalong, 2000 Storm Boy Music & New Spring 
Publishing, Inc. & Never Say Never Songs, CCLI #11440148 and 20162974) 
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The Prayer of the Church 
P:   For those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries that they remain faithful to your 

Word including; Lowell Chellew, Kara Holland, Jacob Popken, Nathan Rodenburg, 
Matthew Benson, Mikealann Tenuta, Loes Abbe, Cora Black, Mason Granstrom, 
Liam Mahaney, Bryan Siefker, Duane Benson, Reta Lantis, Brandi Larson, Connie 
Spahn, Isaac Swearingen, Noah Swearingen, and Fauna Tuttle, .Lord in Your 
mercy. 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
The Benediction 

 
The Going Out Song            “Forever” 

 
 Give thanks to the Lord our God and King, His love endures forever 
 For He is good, He is above all things, His love endures forever 
 Sing Praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise. 

 With a mighty hand and outstretched arm, His love endures forever 
 For the life that’s been reborn, His love endures forever 
 Sing praise, sing praise, Sing praise, sing praise. 

 Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, Forever God is with us – Forever, 

 Forever. 

 From the rising to the setting sun, His love endures forever 
 By the grace of God, we will carry on, His love endures forever 
 Sing praise, sing praise, Sing praise, sing praise 

 Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, Forever God is with us, Forever 

 Forever God is faithful Forever God is strong, Forever God is with us – Forever 
 Forever 
 (Words & music by Chris Tomlin, 2000 Worshiptogether.com Songs/Six Steps Music/ 

ASCAP, used by permission CCLI #114410148 and 20162974 ) 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) 

Worship Services  Traditional (Sat., 6:00 p.m. & Sun., 8:15 a.m.) 
    Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m.) 

Sunday School:  9:30 a.m. 

Youth & Adult Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. 

Pastor:    Rev. Kenneth Hsu 

Christian Day School:  Preschool through Grade 5 (before and after school care) 
Principal:   Mrs. Alyce Strong Davis 

School Financial Consultant: Mr. Lon Stuhr 

Other Ministries for Children: Vacation Bible School 

Other Ministries for Youth: Lutheran Youth Fellowship, 
    Juniors in Fellowship 
    Confirmation Program 

Other Ministries for Adults: Young at Heart Club (Dinners on 3rd Sunday noon) 
    Friends of Christ 
    Fellowship Club 
    Women’s League,      
    Women’s Circles, Sewing Group 
    Prayer Chain, Soup Kitchen Volunteer 
    Church Library,  Lamplighters 
    Evangelism 
 

 

 

624 Jennings St. Sioux City, Iowa 51101 
Church: (712)252-0338 School: (712) 258-6325 

www.siouxcitystpauls.org 
Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/StPaulsLutheranChurchSchool 
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Tired of brooding? Try forgiving! 
 

Date: 09/13/2020             Text: Matthew 18:21–35 
 

Verse for Meditation 
Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”   
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.” 

Matthew 18:21-22 
 

Points to Ponder 
1. What is a person’s deepest need? What is a person’s greatest achievement? 

 
 
 
 

2. We are unforgiving 
 
 
 

 
 
3. For Jesus’ sake, God releases us from our debt to him. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In our new relationship with God, He empowers us to forgive others. 
 
 
 
 
 
5. “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

_____________________.” 


